Abstract
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Various learning theories such as social learning theo
(Bandura & Walters, 1963), ksychoanalytic theories, and role-
lcarning thceories have emphasized the role of the madel in
eliciting imitated responses from the child. These theories
were able to determine a nuuber of variables which affect the
tendency of the child to imitate the model. Such voriables
are: Sex of the model, the wmodel's social power and the sex
of the child. Kesults of the stucics dealing with the effects
of these variables on imitated behavior were Bquivocal and

at times contradictory,

This study tried to shed some light on these variables,.
Accordingly the probiem of this study has been stated as |
follows =% hat is the c¢ffect of sex and social power of the
model, and the child's sex in eliciting imitated incidental
responses from first-grade children in the government schools

in Amman".

Seven hypotheses werce tested., These were:-

1- Tiicre is no significant difference between the mean
score of children's imitation of 2 male model and that of a

feinale model.

2- Soys imitate a male model significantly more than they
imitate a female modely
3- Girls imitate a female model significantly morec thamn the

imitate a male model,



li - Chbildren imitate a dominant model significantly more than
they imitate a passive model .
5= Doys imitate a dominant fcuale mocdel significantly more

than they imitate a passive male modela

5= Thore is no significant differcnce bwtween zirls! imitatiol

of a dominant male iiodel and of the passivo ferale model,

7= There is not significant difference betwcen the mcan score

of boy's and girlg'! imitation of incidental behavior,

To test these hypotheses 100 first-grade cihildren were
rancdomly chosen froim government schools in ~wsian, The subjects
were Cistributed into a control group, which has not observed
a model (N=20), and an experimental group that has observed a
model ([i=80). Each subjecct in the experimental group partici=-
pated in an initial interaction with a male model and a female
one, one of the two models being dominant and the other passives
These subiccts were divided into two subgroups: in the first, &
the male model was dominant and the fennle was passive ( as
in the husband-dominant family), while in the second the female
mocdel was dominant and the male model was passive (as in the

wife Jominant family).

All 80 subjects observed one of the models while performing

smonstrated some

a discrimination task during which he/she J
behaviors inci.ental to the task. Half of the subjects observed
the male mocel, while the other half observed the female moiolﬁ
Two obscrvers recorded the children's incidental responses
resembling those of the modlel while observing the Subjects

through a one-way mirror.,

Thrce way-analysis of variance (2x2x2) and "t" tcsts have
been used to analyse the E€sults of this study. Statistical

analysis of the results showed that both boys and girls in the

gy depey oY



- 5

experimental groups imitated the mocel in all experimental

situations in conparison with the control group. The results

supported the first hypothesis which statcd that there is no
significant difference between children's imitation of the male
model and their imitation of the femazle model. The results also
showed that boys imitated the male model significantly more
tha?lt;ey imitated the fencle mouel, thus supporting the
sceond hypothesis., The results Jdid not support the third
hypothesis since there was no significant difference between

girls! imitation of a female moiel and that o>f a aale one,

9

Children inmitated the dominant molel morce than the passive
model, and boys imitated the female dominant model morc than
the passive male model, This is in support of the fourth and
fifth hypotheses,

The sixth hypothesis was not supported since girls imitated
th.e- male dominant model more than they imitated the fenale
passive model.

The results supported the seventh hypothesis which
indicated that there was not significant differcence between

boys and girl s in thecir imitation of incidental behavior,
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